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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 1670 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SU, TU 

SUBJECT: TURKEY TO CLOSE EMBASSY IN KHARTOUM 

1 . TURKISH CHARGE CANDAN GOKSENIN DREW ME ASIDE DURING 
FAREWELL PARTY FOR DEPARTING GERMAN AMBASSADOR EVENING MAY 
16 TO INFORM ME THAT TURKS HAVE DECIDED CLOSE THEIR EMBASSY 
HERE. ACTION BEING TAKEN IN PROTEST AGAINST SUDAN GOV. DECISION 
OPEN EMBASSY IN ATHENS. GOKSENIN SAID HE MADE FORMAL DEMARCHE 
TO FONMINISTRY UPON RECEIVING INSTRUCTIONS DIRECTLY FROM 
TURKISH FONMINISTER. MOREOVER. HE SAID TURKISH SHADOW 
FONMINISTER HAD APPROVED MORE. 

2. GOKSENIN EXPLAINED TURKEY HAS MAINTAINED EMBASSY HERE 
SINCE SHORTLY AFTER SUDANESE INDEPENDENCE, AND UNTIL RECENTLY 
TURKISH AMBASSADOR WAS RESIDENT IN KHARTOUM. HOWEVER, 

SUDANESE HAVE NOT HAD RESIDENT MISSION IN ANKARA AND. ACCORDING 
TURKISH CHARGE, THEY ONLY ARAB COUNTRY NOT TO DO SO. HE SAID 

HE HAD INFORMED SUDAN GOV. PREVIOUSLY THAT, IF EMBASSY WERE 
OPENED IN ATHENS, TURKS WOULD EXPECT ONE TO BE OPENED IN 
ANKARA AS WELL. WITH ANNOUNCEMENT BY NIMEIRI LATE LAST MONTH 
THAT EMBASSIES WOULD BE OPENED IN GREECE AND SEVERAL OTHER 
COUNTRIES, WITH NO EVIDENCE OF ANY INTENTION OPEN EMBASSY IN 
ANKARA, TURKS HAVE DECIDED TIME HAS COME EXPRESS DISPLEASURE 
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BY CLOSING THEIR EMBASSY HERE. 

3. COMMENT: HOWEVER SERIOUS SUDANESE ACTION IS TO TURKS, 

WE BELIEVE SUDANGOV HAD NO DESIRE COMPLICATE ITS RELATIONS 
WITH TURKEY. SUDANESE PROBABLY FAILED APPRECIATE SERIOUS- 
NESS WITH WHICH TURKS VIEWED MATTER. TURKEY AND SUDAN HAVE 
VIRTUALLY NO INTERESTS IN EACH OTHER'S COUNTRY. HOWEVER. 
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THERE TRADITIONALLY HAS BEEN LARGE AND IMPORTANT GREEK 
COMMUNITY HERE, AND THERE DIRECT FLIGHTS BETWEEN KHARTOUM AND 
ATHENS. THEREFORE, THOUGH RELATIVELY MINOR, GREEK/SUDANESE 
LINKS ARE CONSIDERABLY MORE IMPORTANT THAN TURKISH/SUDANESE 
CONNECTIONS. 
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